
Pak. J. Chem. 12(1-2): 37-43, 2022                                                                                                                            Mini Review 
ISSN (Print): 2220-2625                                                                                                       
ISSN (Online): 2222-307X                                                             DOI: 10.15228/2022.v12.i01-2.p05 

Role of metal Abiotic stress in the generation of oxidative stress in plants 
N. Emad 

Department of Botany University of Karachi 
Corresponding author's email: naziapasha36@gmail.com 

Abstract 
The current review highlights the critical aspect of the necessity and toxicity of Hydrogen Peroxide (H2O2) production in 
plants under abiotic stress (metal contamination). Pollution of metals in soils, air, underground water, water of irrigation, 
small and significant running streams, and sediments is one of the severe issues related to the consequences of the 
advancement of the world. The levels of these metals have been considerably exceeded nowadays through urbanization and 
industrial discharge. Therefore, understanding the impact of metal on the production of hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) as one 
of the critical signaling molecules of the metabolic pathway was considered. In the olden days, H2O2 was considered a toxic 
compound, causing oxidative injuries in the plants as it causes the generation of reactive oxygen species (ROS.) on 
dissociation, including; superoxide (O2

*), hydrogen peroxide (H2O2), and the hydroxyl radical (• O.H.) but their role as 
signaling molecules gained interest over the last decade.  
Keywords: plants, Hydrogen Peroxide, abiotic stress, a signaling molecule 
1. Introduction 
Heavy metals are significant elements of the world. Their role cannot be ignored in a sustainable life. On the other hand, 
eco-friendly pollution from these heavy metals and metalloids is now a serious issue throughout the world, and ecosystems 
have become significantly contaminated, causing harm to biodiversity and eventually to human health. The issue of 
contamination by toxic substances has should seriously be addressed  
1.1 Occurrence: 
A large amount of metals seems to be available in rock formations, while the anthropogenic influence of toxic substances 
throughout the ecosystem has also been increased by industrial development and urbanization. Heavy metals are found 
in particulate matter or toxic fumes throughout vegetation and marine ecosystems. It is the comparatively more 
minor extent in the atmosphere. Plants remain the victim of various contaminants with 
varying composition, specification, and potency. Toxic metals contamination depends upon different plant 
species, certain metals content, molecular form, and condition of sediment pH, because various toxic metals are supposed 
to be needed for plant development. 
1.2 Important Heavy metals: 
A few heavy metals are essential for crops and animals, which become harmful at an elevated concentration [1]. Also, 
concentrations of various harmful substances are found in minerals [2], resulting in unfavorable impacts on growing plant 
requests [3-4]. The essential metals, including Copper, Zinc, Iron, and Manganese, perform a vital role in plant metabolisms 
but become toxic when high in concentration. There are two main aspects of essential heavy/ toxic metals in plants   
 Contribution to a redox reaction  
  Significant involvement in the synthesis of proteins. 

1.3 Heavy Metals  
The natural existence of the metals in the soil does not impact the growth of the plants, while their slight increase due to 
anthropogenic activities contributes to plants' metabolism. The contemporary investigation has committed that existence is 
an outstanding deal of organic and inorganic substances. Trace metals are typically involved in metabolism that depends 
upon time duration and broadly utilized inside, donating the elements that occur in miner amounts in anthropology. The 
active functions of macro and micronutrients were treated as essential factors for plant growth. Furthermore, significant 
elements are required for all living things' existence needed for biological function. 
1.4 Resources of Heavy metals 
There are several resources of toxic metals in our the surroundings like i) Natural resources, ii) agronomy resources) and 
iii) Manufacturing assets,  
1.5 Natural resources 
The natural sources are enduring metal-bearing rocks and volcanic eruptions, while human-related activities like mining 
and several industrial and agricultural activities are responsible for increasing the level of these metals in natural running 
streams and soil of agriculture. This human activity increases the mobilization of these elements in the environment, 
especially in plants, and causes accumulation and disturbance in their biochemical pathway due to the biogeochemical 
cycles. Absorption of metals ion inside the soil and plants translocation in root/shoot appears in the unique way of improper 
trans-meters of essential microelements. Subsequently, also impact the nutrient pathway, which intervenes in vital vitamins 
that encompass Calcium, Copper, Iron, Potassium, Nickel, Magnesium, Manganese, and Zinc. This pollution of heavy 
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metals becomes problematic for public health. This review article will provide a valuable source regarding the alteration in 
plants' metabolic pathway linked with hydrogen peroxide production, an essential and toxic factor of the plants. [5]   
Among all the heavy metals, Cd, Pb, and As are highly toxicants for living organisms with no biological role, toxic even at 
miner levels absorbed by the plants because of excessive solubilization in the mainstream. Absorption of metal ions inside 
the soil and plants translocation in root/shoot appears in the unique way of improper sources of essential microelements. 
Consequently, it impacts the nutrient pathway and intervenes in vital vitamins that encompass Calcium, Copper, Iron, 
Potassium, Nickel, Magnesium, Manganese, and Zinc. These factors, structure a phase of integral biomolecule 
metalloenzymes and metalloproteins as cofactors. Metalloenzymes comprise metallic ion catalytic activities, forming 
organic metal complexes that raise a broad range of imperative facets, including the activation of miner molecules, atom 
switch chemistry, and manipulating oxidation equivalents. Metalloenzymes like superoxide dismutase, urease, and 
cytochrome P450 can also have a stunning effect.  
1.5.1 Agronomy resources  
Natural manures (humus is a material applied in the soil to boost crop progression and generate) often remain the foremost 
bases of toxic metals in fertile land, including propagation, sediment discharge, drainage waters, and chemicals, which 
provide heavy metal bases in fertile territories. Some, specifically defoliant, manmade manures also Phosphate fertilizers, 
depending on their sources, need varying intensities of Cadmium, Chromium, Nickel, Lead, and Zinc. Cd exists in the 
specific interest of plants; even sewage sludge, manure, and limes are often used to strengthen Cd. [6-7]. Nevertheless, 
significantly lower absorption of toxic metals within fertile land, however frequent need for phosphate fertilizer and 
prolonged accumulation, the duration for metal, may also increase the concentration abnormally [6]. Animal feces enhances 
the soil to Zinc, Chromium, Lead, Nickel, Cadmium, and Copper, combining Mn, Zn, Cu, and sewage sludge [6]. Its increase 
in toxic element exposure in the organic field is based on a contribution level with its elementary content and soil 
characteristics to which it is added. Sewage sludge has become one of the largest sources of soil contamination by heavy 
metals [9]. Some toxic elements based on weed killers (Chemicals that destroy harmful insects) are being used to manage 
plant and plant infections yet are causes of metal contamination in fields. [8-9]. The plantations that utilized these 
combinations likewise brought about plantation soil tainting with elevated levels of substantial metals, for example, Copper, 
Arsenic, Lead, Zinc, Iron, Manganese, and Mercury [9]. 
1.6 Manufacturing assets  
Mining and refining (spoil heaps and wastewater, emeralds distribution, mining and metal processing, and metal recycling) 
are industrial sources of heavy metals. Cadmium is of specific importance in crops as it gathers at a significantly elevated 
point in leaves, only being consumed by animals or people. Sewage sludge, manure, and limes are also used to supplement 
the Cd [6-7]. Despite very low concentrations of toxic substances in agricultural soil, repetitious practices connected with 
Phosphate manure increase the addition to deep perseverance period. Consequently, several metals may also be high in 
accumulation [8]. Toxic metal deposition in the soil is often caused by soil modifications, fertilizer rejection, and Nitrate 
manures [9]. Liming improves the soil's toxic metal amount as much as nitrate fertilizers and waste compost. Ongoing 
cultivation of fertile soil may lead to heavy metals like Pb and Cd aggregating. Soil and water sources can be polluted by 
drainage by mine waste degradation, debris generated during the transport of raw ores, metal oxidation, and heavy metal 
leaching to soil and groundwater. Due to different manufacturing methods in refineries, heavy metal surface pollution exists. 
Such wastewaters in streams and rivers are currently the most significant principal characterized by high metal standards.  
1.7 Mobilization, absorption, and distribution of metals 
Due to minor dissolvable phenomena, aerate liquid media, and robust tighten in soil particulates, the bioavailability of 
positive metals is restricted. Every rhizosphere acidification and carboxylates exudation are estimated possible targets for 
the deposition of metals [10]. The quantity at which better vegetation can soak up Cd depends on its soil focus and 
bioavailability, the incidence of herbal synthesizers that rely on pH, redox ability, heat, and exclusive element portions. 
Aside from Fe, that's solubilized either via Fe (II) reduction or via Fe (III)-chelating phytosiderophores extrusion [11], little 
has been regarded concerning the successful cutting-edge utilization related to micro metals via vegetable origin. Cd ions 
now precisely compete for the equal nutrient transmembrane issuer, alongside ok, Cadmium, Magnesium, Iron, Manganese, 
Copper, Zinc, and Nickel [12-13]. Due to distinct associations regarding metal particles in flora. The metallic material in 
roots is commonly higher apart from the inside to improve tissues on the top of the plants [14]. Cd reaches the roots handiest 
in superb environmental situations and is likely to go through Cd disruption [15]. Cd absorption causes fast destruction via 
cortical tissue and is surpassed together with tissues over a field [17]. Consequently, rapid accumulation of metal reaches 
in roots. It might penetrate the xylem inside an apoplastic and symplastic pathway [16], improved by many ligands, herbal 
acids, and phytochelatins [16, 18]. 
1.8 Metallic Interaction to the plants  
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Metals like Cadmium, Mercury, Manganese, Nickel, Aluminum, Iron, and Titanium increase in soil due to the coal-burning 
[8]. Metallic sources usually include waste dispersal, reservoirs, and transport like motors, diesel-powered motors, and 
planes [19]. Alternative origin containing toxic metals consists of refuse fuel and disposal area. Most vital human-induced 
sites polluting the soil are industrial waste created from burning coal or oxidation of corporate waste merchandise, which 
brings Chromium, Copper, and Lead, causing soil contamination. The fly ash made from burning fossil fuels or even 
oxidation in enterprise byproducts produces Chromium, Copper, Lead, and galvanized metals (typically Zn) [19]. Oil 
heating offers heavy metals and Cadmium, Mercury, Manganese, Nickel, Aluminium, Iron, and Titanium throughout the 
soils [8]. Fuel-burning added Vanadium, Iron, Lead, and Nickel to the surroundings. Grease, an anti damaging agent, 
released Cadmium, Chromium, Mercury, Nickel, Lead, and Zinc, especially in ineffective machines.  
1.9 Aggregation of metal and cleansing: 
It is a fact that provided metal's plant accumulation is a feature of intracellular receptors and uptake potential. The amount 
by association about the chelating molecule, now accumulated toward the existence besides selectivity of transportation 
sports, affects metallic deposition costs at positive degrees [10]. The plants adapted several distinct strategies to save from 
heavy metallic toxicity. The immobilization of Cd through the cellular partition [20] plus outer Sugars (mucilage, callose) 
[21-22] may be a primary obstacle in opposition to Cd stress, running in general at the basis stage. Metal ions tend to be on 
the whole sure by using pectic sites and cellular wall histidyl groups within the roots and leaves of bush beans [23]. The 
cost of those approaches depends upon the depth of metal received, the species apprehensive, the exposure time, and many 
others [15]. The reasonable defense mechanism could be theoretically characterized using discontinuing Cd metal in the 
cell cytoplasm over the movement of the outer cell surface. As a result, Cd appears to enter cells inside the plasma membrane 
through Ca channels in the early stages of radish seed germination [13]. 
1.10 Photosynthesis under cadmium metal Accumulation 
Metal accumulation primarily affects the photosynthetic system. Tomato plants (Lycopersicum esculentum Mill. cv. 
Moneymaker) grew in a cadmium-containing supplement medium showed decreased photosynthesis with diminished 
chlorophyll production and accessory pigment content. 2,6-dichlorophenolindophenol determined photosystem II 
performance in chloroplasts extracted against cadmium-treated plants. Photosystem II working when calculated through 
photo-reduction of 2,6-dichlorophenolindophenol and photosynthetic pathways II + I activity (H2O for methyl viologen) 
has been impaired to around 60%. No significant cadmium effect was found when 1,5‐diphenylcarbazide could be utilized 
just as an atypical electron contributor. Compared to senescence reaction, the acceptable framework of chloroplasts in 
cadmium-treated plants has deteriorated. When a high level of Cd was used for the cultivation of several Vegetables, showed 
lethal consequences on photosynthetic activity like chlorophyll content and photosynthesis, including the activities of the 
enzyme with photochemical reaction. However, it is also observed that Cd showed no harmful effects on photosynthesis 
in Brassica juncea followed by a decline in transpiration rate under lower light conditions [24].  
1.11 Relation between Metal and oxidative stress: 
One of the major impacts of metal accumulation in plants is the generation of oxidative stress. On the way to maintaining 
homeostasis, plants adopt various strategies to protect against highly reactive oxygen species (ROS.) formed under metal 
contamination. These adaptive pathways involve activating enzymatic and nonenzymatic antioxidants [25-27]. Metals like 
Cd cause destructive trials at the biological level in which the biological redox state showed a vital part. Cd seems unable 
to produce reactive oxygen species (ROS.) precisely because redox-inactive, although Cd prompted oxidative stress, which 
has been a conventional fact and identified through various investigations. The detailed literature covers all aspects of the 
development of Cd-induced ROS. and antioxidant protection in species under various Cd regimes. In addition, the Cd 
transported about the oxidative encounter is addressed as endogenous reactions emphasizing injury and signalizing. The 
oxidative stress-associated reactions remain impaired through Cd stress; nevertheless, apparent striking inconsistencies 
amongst powerful, diverse investigations lead to an impressive need to improve scientific awareness of contextual and 
physiological ROS. signatures under CD stress. Ascorbate (AsA)-glutathione (GSH) set pathway to exist crucial mechanism 
considering effective safeguard of plants supporting stress situations produced by Cd. The impact of  Cd, 25, 50, as well as 
100 mg/kg soil) on: i) Anhydrous mass,ii)Leaves breadth of the plant, iii), Photosynthetic specification (net photosynthetic 
(NP), iv) Chlorophyll (Chl) content), v) Electrolyte leakage, and vi) increased membrane permeability.     
1.12 Types of Oxidative stress: 
A complicated chemical and physiological phenomenon that influences almost all biotic and abiotic stresses in higher flower 
plants and evolves as a result peculiar to reactive oxygen species (ROS.) overproduction. Higher ranges regarding reactive 
oxygen species (ROS.) remain frequent responses near to stress influences, together with metal hazards. ROS. is situated in 
two-encountered particles that can arrange the single influence, reason, and sizeable injury near cell complexes; plants adopt 
necessary survival factors based on the signalized activity protection [28-29]. The oxidation products related to biological 
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molecules result from ROS. species' attack on lipids, proteins, and deoxyribonucleic acid signals [30]. Poisoning due to 
metallic pollution causes oxidative stress because it entails more than one form of a pathway for producing ROS. (Figure 
1) [31]. Intermediate ROS. sources of oxygen in the ecosystem (O2) are notably decreased [32]. ROS. is the curse to all 
aerobic species with several species of radicals derived from the molecular oxygen produced during photosynthesis. It is 
produced as byproducts throughout the mitochondrial electron transport of aerobic respiration, oxidoreductase enzymes, or 
metal-catalyzed oxidation, especially heavy metals accumulation followed by many harmful trials in plants. Several ROS. 
species are shown in Fig. 1. [33-35].  

 
Figure 1   Types of ROS. species [35] 

 
Among flowers, there are several unique possible resources of RO. The ROS. species result from the accumulation of 
toxicants in plants which disturb the metabolic pathway of the plant. This may also remarkably affect the numerous other 
natural biological processes [34,36] related to enzymes superoxide and hydrogen peroxide scavengers. However are not 
restricted to superoxide dismutase (SOD.), catalase (CAT.), ascorbate peroxidase (APOX), glutathione reductase (GR), 
thioredoxins, in addition to protein circles appropriate relatives peroxiredoxin [34, 37-38]. Protein antioxidants have been 
complemented and used to aid some protein scavengers together with intracellular ascorbate and glutathione, but are no 
longer confined to them [36]. Cd has been determined to generate oxidative strain [39-40]; however, compared to many 
extraordinary toxic metals like Cu, an effect was observed in ROS formation. via Fenton and: or Haber Weiss reactions) 
[41]. For instance, metal interaction with plants exhibited high production of H2O2, earlier proposed for many different 
stresses followed by the stimulation or suppression of antioxidant enzymes during the period of stress [42-43]. 
Similarly related to H2O2 addition under abiotic stress, increased delay inside the poplar roots development with inhibition 
of APX. and CAT. [44]. Cho and Seo [45] mentioned such H2O2 accumulation is due to metal or Cd-triggered oxidative 
strain in Arabidopsis. Romero-Puertas et al. [46] tested impressive H2O2 and O2

.-in signaling actions foremost to 
modifications in CAT., GR, and CuZn-SOD transcript stages in pea flowers underneath Cadmium strain. 
1.12.1 ROS production in Plants: 
 Reactive oxygen species (ROS.) are generated practically in all plant cells during metabolic pathways. ROS. are famous as 
signaling components in stress conditions that may affect abiotic or biotic stress-related events. Nevertheless, investigations 
have exposed that they are also involved in several progressions throughout the plant life cycle, including germination to 
seed growth, root, shoot, and flower development. The following schematic diagram (Fig.2) outlines ROS production and 
signaling from a plant growth and development perspective, emphasizing the crucial roles of ROS. and their interfaces with 
plant metabolism. 
1.12.2 Why is H2O2 produced? 
Hydrogen peroxide is produced mainly in all plant cells in photosynthesis, photorespiration, and respiration 
processes.  It is also referred to as the most stable Reactive Oxygen Species (ROS.), which acts as an inorganic 
signaling molecule for several physiological processes involved in plant development. It is an essential factor in 
providing atmospheric oxygen (Fig 2) 
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Figure 2 Formation of ROS in plants 

1.12.3 Hydrogen peroxide in flora: The Reactive Oxygen Device Channel's purposeful molecule: 
Flora faces extreme environmental demanding situations, consisting of several biotic and abiotic stresses that have terrible 
consequences on plant boom and development. Vegetation has advanced several regulatory mechanisms thru evolution to 
adapt to particular environmental stressors. Some of the effects of stress is a rise in reactive oxygen species (ROS.). 
Furthermore, mitochondrial respiration is a significant cause of ROS. inside the cell linked with electron transference, where 
some of these electrons can outflow and react directly with oxygen to form superoxide 
Each ROS and, in particular, H2O2 plays influential roles in regular physiological practices of plant life and strain resistance. 
H2O2 has been seen as a delivery molecule and controller of cellular gene translation. Hydrogen peroxide (H2O2) has now 
been given attention over the last several decades as a vital molecule that H2O2 plays a significant function in extreme 
environmental situations in flowers, incorporating several biotic and abiotic stresses [33]. 
Conclusion 
It was concluded that initially, H2O2 was measured as a toxic molecule in plants. While the current review explores that 
H2O2 may be an energetic signaling molecule that helps and controls plant growth and development under stress conditions, 
flowering, senescence, seed germination, programmed cell death, and root system development, while at high-stress 
conditions, cellular damages are reported. 
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